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DESCRIBE THETRESrN ' rATv^ l jH IG l^AUorKr . 'G ' .VN) PHYSICAL A I (TARANCE 

The Columbus School, #99, is a Romanesque styled structure, the chief features of 
which are a central square tower with pyramidal roof and a fUnking pair of cylindrical 

corner towers with comical roofs. It is located in a neighborhood just south of Cliften 
P.irk, a primarily residential area of nineteenth end twentieth century row-houses in good 
rendition. The structure is currently used as the South Clifton Park Community Center. 

The two-story, elcvdi bay wide building is defined by the corner towers end laige 
I'uve-etory central 'c,;er. Large , ...!en deible doors with side wooden panels on the 
•..or fec-.'e iUi oi.ut s^ven stone steps e.-d brick cheek walls with stone covering. This 

r«r.ce, recessed into a large stone arch supported by two columns with decorative 
c pilals, is ornamented with a lion's head keystone. A larue multi-paned, semi-circular 
t.-'nrc-in z>u •-.ounts the double doors, /".eve the archway is a large stone with a decorative 
outline. Four cne-cver-cne windows with single lic,ht trenscms are divided by three 
stone pilasters. The windews have st:ne sills and lintels. The second end third story 
levels are divided by a stone band course. A larye stone lintel is surmounted by 
louvered semi-circular windews set into a blind archway with gauged brick voussoirs. A 
wooden arch, painted white, encloses the two windows. Round stone ornamentation at the 
spandrels displays star designs. The tower facade is capped with a dentiled wooden 
cornice, metal roof gutter, and large pyramidal slate roof with ball finials. 

The flanking wall east of the tower is four bays wide, while the west flanking 
wall is three bays wide. Both sides are designed similarly. Easement windows with 
gauged brick lintels punctuate the foundation walls and are surmounted by a stone water 
table. Windows on the first floor have onc-over-one sash with a semi-circular multi-
naned transom and gauged semi-circular arched brick lintels. The windows have stone 
jLls,and a stone band course travels along the walls at the top rail level of the 

widows. Recessed rectangular brick panels decorate the walls between the first end 
second stories. The second story windows have one-over-one sash with a twelve-light 
transom, walls at the top rail level of the windows. The building walls are capped by 
coibeled brick end a metal roof gutter. A brick parapet rising above the walls is 
decorated with corbeled openings and topped by a metal cap. 

The round cylindrical towers each have six windows identical to the second story 
windows on the building walls. The towers rise above the cornice, ending in conical 
roofs. Eight openings defined by pilasters punctuate the towers above the building's 
roof line. A flag pole is hung from the western cylindrical tower. 

The side facade of the original building is ten bays wide with six-uver-six sash, 
segmentally arched windows with double header brick lintels and stor.e sills. Basement 
openings of the same style have been bricked in. Projecting boys' and girls' entrance-
ways are located on either end of the side facade. The entrances are composed of wide 
double doors above a stone stoop, a large multi-paned transom, a stone lintel, and a 
decorative metal pediment displaying "Boys" on the north entrance and "Girls" on the 
south. The walls end in a simple corbeled brick cornice and metal roof gutter. A 
four bay wide section connects the original building to a later addition. This section, 
containing a stairway, is styled similarly to the side facades of the original building. 
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The first addition is eight bays wide with six-ovcr-six windows of a wider proportion 
' an the original side windows; these have stone sills and lintels. This addition is 
rrc-d by a metal roof gutter over a trick cornice. A second addition is connected to 
his "driition by a stuccoed building section housing a single hallway. 

The rear addition is seven hays wide, constructed of dark brick, and three stories 
1-jh. It is defined by three piers with smooth stone capitals. The south section has 
ive nine-over-nine windows grouped together on the second and third floor levels. 
'.ay have a shared stone sill and gauged brick lintel. The northern section has two 
aller windows on the second and third stories. Both first stories have three nine-
.or nine windows on each side, directly below a wide stone band course. The building 
alls are capped in crenelated stone molding. 

The rear of the second addition is defined by a central entrance section projecting 
-Jiohtly and ending in a shallow pediment. It has a wide entrance on the first floor 
j^ad a large window at the third floor level. The flanking walls are five bays wide, 
^ e outer windows are nine-over-nine with a stone sill and brick lintel. The central 
indows are tri-partite nine-over-nine with shared sills and lintels. The building walls 
.id in crenelated stone molding. 

The school's interior has a simple plan of classrooms flanking a central corridor 
hich bends at the connecting walls of each section and ends in a T-shape in the rear 
idition. Main stairways are located in the connecting section between the original 
uilding and first addition and at the center of the rear addition. The interior's 
. ost notable characteristics include metal ceilings in many classrooms and the halls of 
oth additions, interior windows (many of them have been painted over) in the original 
uilding section, and the large staircase with wooden handrails in the rear addition. 
"he corner rooms facing the front have an unusual shape incorporating the round tower 
alls. 
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S-IATf.'.ENTOFSlGNSrltA.x'CE 

The Colu;.bus School is a i epi esentative exc-uple of the best uf Romanesque Revival 
architecture in Baltimore. The cylindrical end towers, large stone entrance arch, end 
central tower are characteristic of this style of architecture. The original building 
was constructed in 1391. The builder was A.S. Brcwn. It housed.fourteen classrooms, 
cloak rooms for each class, well lighted, wide corridors, and the Smead system of ventila
tion. In 1905 an additional eight classrooms were raided, as well as a new stairway. 
The final rear addition was constructed in 1912 when, at a cost of over $53,000, ten 
new standard size classrooms (26 feet by 32 feet) were added. From 1912 the building 
housed thirty-three classrooms, three later converted to a library, health suite, and 
i.iulti-purpose room. Since this school is still occupied, it has suffered less vandalism 
than the other five schools proposed for new housing. 

The building is proposed for re-use as 39 housing units plus ground level meeting 
spaces for active neighborhood organizations. The school is located just south of 
Clifton Park. It is surrounded by two-story brick rowhouses of the turn of the century 
facing the school on three sides. Because of its size and location on North Avenue, a 
major traffic corridor, the school is a distinctive visual landmark for the community. 

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Columbus School is an e x c i e of the best of Roi«:an.-.sque Revival architecture 
In Baltimore. The central pyramidal tover end end turrets are highly visible on 
North Avenue, a major traffic corridor. Euilt in three different stages, it represents 
the changing quality of school construction in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The interior metal ceilings are rare for Baltimore City schools. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — PART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976) 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application No Certification may be made unless a completed application form nas 
been received (P.L 94-455) Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. If additional space is needed to complete Part J. use the reverse 
side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the owner's name and mailing address Part 1 of this application may be completed and sent to the appropri
ate State Historic Preservation Officer at any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Part 2 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
i . NAME OF PsnPEPTv- T h e C o l u m b u s S c h o o l ( P u b l i c S c h o o l jf 99) 

Address oi property street N o r t h A v e n u e a n d W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t 

city B a l t i m o r e county state M a r y l a n d zip code 

Name ot historic district in which properly is located 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 
(see instructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side it necessary) T h e C o l U T t u D U S S c h o o l XS 3 

Romanesque s t y l e d t w o - s t o r y , e l e v e n b a y w i d e s t r u c t u r e d e f i n e d by 
two c y l i n d r i c a l c o r n e r t o w e r s w i t h c o n i c a l r o o f s and a l a r g e t h r e e -
s t o r y s q u a r e c e n t r a l t o w e r w i t h a p y r i m i d a l r o o f . The f r o n t e n t r a n c e 

3 sTAVfMÊ fSF̂ Sifiĉ ANiE?1"0 a ±ar9e s t°ne arch supported by two columns with 
' <use we™ sue if necessary, '' The school is a representative example of the best of 

the Romanesque Revival architecture in Baltimore. The original part 
was constructed in 1891, A.S. Brown, Builder, and housed fourteen 
classrooms, cloak rooms for each class, well lighted wide corridors 
and incorporated the Shead system of heating/ventilating. In 1905 

Date ot construction (it known)__^_Q-0 /_l j j ) Original site • Moved Date ot alterations (if known) i n n c 1 H 1 ? 

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 

Name The B a l t i m o r e S c h o o l A s s o c i a t e s 

street 18 C r o w n i n s h i e I d S t r e e t 

city P e a b o d y Slate Mass. Z i p Codf i i?_60_ 

617-531-0015 
Telephone Number (during day) Area Code 

S hereby attest that ine information I have provided is. to the best ol my knowledge, correct and that I am owner ot the property described above 

^ n a t u r e Oatê  
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For office use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of the National Register historic district and D contributes • does not contribute to the character o' 
the district. 

The structure Qfappears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) andVwi l l likely D will not be nominated to the National 
Register in arxord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). 

The structure is located in a district which D appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6), D will likely D will not benom. 
nated to the National Register in accord with Departmepl of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). and D appears • does not appear to contribute to the character ot sai d 

Signature . Dale 
State Historic^reservation Officer 

This property has been evaluated according to the cntena and procedures set forth by the Department of the Interior (36 CFR 67) and. il subject to depreciation under 
section 167 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 
D is hereby certified a historic structure 
• does not contribute to the character of the historic district and does not merit certification as a historic structure Reasons Qiven on the attached sheet 

S pna: j re 

Keeper of the National Registe' 
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2 . ^ o n t i n u e d 

decorative caps, and ornamented with a lion's head keystone. A large 
round arched multi-paned transom fan light surmounts the double doors. 
Four first floor 1/1 windows with single light transoms are divided by 
three stone pilasters. The second and third floor levels are defined 
by a stone belt course. A heavy stone lintel is surmounted by louvered 
semi-circular windows set in a blind arcade with gaged brick voussoirs. 
A wood framed arch encloses the two windows. Round stone ornamentation 
at the spandrels have star design reliefs. The tower pavilion is 
capped by a dentilled wood cornice, metal gutter and large pyrimidal 
slate roof with ball finials. 

The flanking east wall is four bays wide, the west wall three. 
Windows at the first floor of both are 1/1 with round headed multi-
paned transoms set below gaged brick arches. Recessed rectangular 
brick panels enrich the wall surface between the first and second 
floors, with the upper level windows 1/1 with tweleve light transoms 
below flat arched lintels. A brick parapet rises above the wall surface 
decorated with corbelled and open panels,with a pressed metal cap.The 
round towers have six windows in each, repeating the design of the 
upper floor windows in the main block. The towers rise above the par-
apets, with an open area defined by eight pilasters topped with coni-
cal roofs. 

The side elevations of the original section are ten bays deep, 
with 6/6 segmentally arched windows. Projecting entrances are located 
at either end of the side elevation,with double doors, a large multi-
paned transom and decorative pressed metal pediments displaying "BOYS" 
on the north entrance and "GIRLS" at the south. 

A four bay deep section connects the original part with the 
first (1905) addition, and repeats the details of the earlier wall. 
The 1905 addition is eight bays deep with 6/6 windows but wider than 
those in the original part. A second addition is appended to this area 
by a one bay wide, stucco section. This 1912 addition is seven bays deep-
constructed of a darker red brick, and is three stories high. 

The interior has classrooms flanking a central corridor that 
turns at the first addition and terminates in a "T" at the last addition-
Main stairs are located in the hyphen that connects the original and 
first addition and at the center of the rear addition.The interior has 
excellent pressed metal ceilings in many classrooms and in the hall. 
3. Continued 
an additional eight classrooms were added, as well as a new stair.At 
a cost of $ 53,000 ten new standard sized classrooms were added at the 
rear in 1912.The school has contained 33 classrooms since this last 
addition, three of which have been converted for use as a library, 
a health suite and a multi-purpose room. The school is proposed for 
reuse as 39 apartments, with ground level meeting rooms. It is surrounde 
by two story brick row houses dating from the turn of the century, and 
is considered the landmark structure of the community. 
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